
Union County Master Gardener Association 

Monthly Business Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2016 
 

Attendees: Dixie Bowen, Al Burnard, Chris Burnard, Kay Covert, Terri Farley, Scheral Greider, Joan 
Griffin, Mary Ann Haynes, Melissa Henry, Harry Kirtley, Karen Long, Donna Maley, George McVey,  Bea 
Metz, Karen Moots, Bill Paloney, Patty Sweeney, and Jon Weiss 
 
Call to Order: Al Burnard, President, called the group to order and introduced June’s Education Program. 

Dawn Seymour gave a presentation on Herbal Teas. 

 

Monthly Business Meeting 

 

Secretary’s Report: in Donna Gehring’s absence, Kay Covert asked for and received no updates to the 

May meeting minutes.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Al Burnard, temporarily filling in for Mary Salimbene-Merriman, who recently gave 

birth to a healthy baby girl, named Remington, weighing in at 12 pounds and already 24 inches tall.  Al 

summarized the Treasurer’s report, which is posted in VMS: opening balance is $11,951.  Income was 

$255, expenses totaled $663, and ending balance is $11,543.  The 2 CDs, total $5,025, for a grand total 

of $16,568.  Please submit any expenses to Al while Mary is out.   

 

Coordinator’s Report: Karen announced she and Ron are great-grandparents to a baby girl who was 

born the same day Mary’s daughter was.  She thanked Jon and Ron for cleaning up the landscaping in 

front of the Ag Center.  The Plant Sale to be held Aug. 13, is approaching quickly.  Prepare your plants for 

donation now.  Let Karen know if you need potting soil and she’ll make arrangements for you to pick it 

up.  A new, statewide program called “Let’s Grow Ohio Challenge” is underway through July.  This is a 

competition between the various MG groups to see how much produce each group can grow and 

donate to local food pantries.  Please track the number of pounds of produce you donate from your 

personal garden or a community garden.  To keep track of your donations, download the form titled 

“MGV Let’s Grow Ohio Challenge” under the Newsletters/Documents tab in VMS.  At the end of July you 

will be asked to report the number of pounds you’ve donated.  The contest will award prize money to 

the group that donates the most pounds.  The book titled “Katie’s Cabbage”, about a 275 lb cabbage 

that fed 275 people at the foodbank, was donated to our group as part of the program.   

 

New Business 

 Community Outreach – Al: 

o Pollinator Paradise hike, June 12, 2:00–3:00 pm, Mill Valley Park South, Marysville Parks 

Dept. 

 Denise Ellsworth participated, we provided the MG pollinator display and the hike 

and program made for a good time 



o Peaches and Pollinators, June 25, Dutch Mill Greenhouse – the line for peaches begins to 

form at 7:00 am, and the sale goes from 8:00 – 10:00 am.  So far, there is much interest for 

the event on the Facebook page 

 We will set up the MG pollinator display in conjunction with National Pollinator 

Week.  Vera, Dixie, Al and Bobbie will host.   

 The Scotts Women’s Network is hosting their second annual Wellness event on Friday, June 24 from 

1:00 – 3:00 pm at their park, and asked us to participate.  Al, Beth and Kay will host.   

 Day in the Park, Saturday, July 23, noon – 3:00 pm, at Legion Park 

o We’ve been asked to participate with our Pollinator Display 

o There will be free hot dogs and ice cream, and the pool will be open 

o Al will send an email asking for volunteers 

o Please contact Al if you would like to participate  

 Cultivating Community Gardens update 

o Committee members made several site visits to both Wings Enrichment Center and the 

Buckeye House on 9th Street.  The gardens look good. 

 We held a follow up meeting with Doug Matthews, UCHD, and Rob Johnson, 

MHRBUC, and conducted site visits to discuss progress and set up a regular schedule 

for MGV visits to assist residents with their gardening skills. 

o Planted The Giving Garden at Dutch Mill on June 1.  

 Dutch Mill donated all the plants, seeds, compost and mulch for walkways.  We’ve 

worked with the WCCCF residents on three occasions. 

 All is going well. We’ll start routine site visits on Monday mornings to provide the 

WCCCF helpers with a quick garden assessment and “To Do” list. Chris is putting 

together a schedule. 

o All three gardens were featured in the Marysville edition of This Week News on June 18, 

2016. 

 2016 State MGV Conference 

o Registration is now open at http://u.osu.edu/mgv2016/.   

o Early registration is $99 and ends June 30.   

o Keynote Speakers – Dr. Michael Dirr, and Dr. Doug Tallamy   

 

Project Reports 

 Adopt-a-Pot – Donna Maley and Mary Salimbene-Merriman 

o The plants are paid for and all is going well      

 August Plant Sale – Sat., Aug. 13 (set-up Fri. Aug. 12) – Karen Long 

o Sign up on the calendar in VMS to indicate when you’ll volunteer on Friday and/or Saturday, 

and Karen will be automatically notified.  Indicate if there’s a particular job you’d like to do, 

of if you have any special needs or requests. 

 Covered Bridge Festival – Bea Metz and Kay Nichols 

o Bea has made visits to be sure both venues look good.   

http://u.osu.edu/mgv2016/


 Sat. Aug. 27, 9:00 am: need 8 – 10 MGVs to mulch and prune trees.  Bring a 

wheelbarrow – we need 3 or 4 of them, shovel rake and trimmers. 

 Sat., Sept. 17, 9:00 am: need 8 – 10 MGVs to do final mulching.  Bring a shovel, rake, 

and wheelbarrow. 

 Tues., Sept. 20, 6:00 pm: need at least 4 males to set posts and shuck corn. 

 Weds., Sept. 21, 9:00 am: need 6 – 8 MGVs to finish shucking corn, put up tents and 

haybales 

 Thurs., Sept. 22, 9:00 am: need 6 – 8 MGVs to set up MG tent, pots and haybales 

 Fri., Sept. 23, 9:00 am: need 6 – 8 MGVs to finish all venues by early afternoon since 

dinner is that evening. 

 Sat., Sept. 24, 9:30 am – 6:00 pm: need 4 – 6 MGVs to staff MG tent 

 Sun., Sept. 25, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm: need 4 MGVs to start and 10 MGVs at 4:00 pm 

to take things down at end of festival   

 Flower pot needs touching up 

 Bea sent an email with dates.  The dates are also on VMS 

 The demo will be on pollination.  Al will set up and would like help from other MGVs 

 Cultivating Community Gardens – Chris Burnard 

o The project is going well and Chris has photos.  She will set up an every-other-week schedule 

for volunteer times at Buckeye House (Thurs at 6:00 pm) and Wings (Thurs at 3:00 pm), and 

an every week schedule for Dutch Mill (Mon. at 8:30 am).  Volunteers at Dutch Mill need to 

first complete the 20-min. PREA training video at West Central.  Sign up in VMS and Chris 

will send you the schedule.  

 McCloud Park – Dixie Bowen and Julie Jones 

o The park looks good and sprinklers should be on now.  Dixie will check as all areas may not 

be getting water.  Plans are underway for Art in the Park on Aug. 6.  We will host 15 people 

from Wings Enrichment Center and 5 people from Creative Foundations.  Guests will paint a 

canvas and do a leaf print on a card to take home.  We’ll provide lunch.  Bea’s husband will 

play guitar.  We’ll set tables with table clothes and floral arrangements from our gardens.  

Cookie donations, table clothes, bouquets from your garden and staff for the event are 

needed.  MGVs are needed.  Sign up in VMS.  Each bed chair needs to have their beds in 

good shape before end of July, for this event.   

 Monthly Meeting Educational Program – Dixie Bowen  

o July 27 Business Meeting will be held at 7:00 pm at Stratford Ecological Center, 3083 Liberty 

Rd., Delaware 43015.  There will be a video followed by a tour and then the Business 

Meeting.  Dress for the weather – including long pants, appropriate footwear and bug spray.  

If you would like to carpool, be at the Ag Center by 6:15 pm.  Directions via Google Maps: 

https://goo.gl/maps/xLX6SGxxuoz.  We will cover the $2.50 admission fee.  There is plenty 

of parking at the Ecological Center.  

o The August Business Meeting will be held at McCloud Park.  Dress accordingly, including 

long pants and bug spray.   

 Project GROW – Al Burnard 

https://goo.gl/maps/xLX6SGxxuoz


o The garden is growing well this year.  We harvested lettuce and strawberries are done for 

the season.  Tomato trellises are up and we are pulling weeds.  MGVs have taken on  

leadership roles, freeing Al to concentrate efforts in other areas of the project.  

 Speaker’s Bureau – Eunice Hornsby and Lisa Kovinchick 

o No update at this time. 

 

July Educational Program – Trip to Stratford Ecological Center.  See details above.  More details to 

follow. 

August – Mark Miller, Delaware Area Rose Society, Home Rose Gardening – to be held at McCloud Park 

September – Mary Lewis, Eco-manager and Volunteer Coordinator, Friends of the Ohio Governor’s 

Residence and Gardens, Governor’s Residence and Gardens – a Virtual Tour 

October – Linda Wuethrich, North Central Ohio Solid Waste District, Recycled Yard Art 

November – Joshua Shields, ODNR Game Warden for Union County, Ohio’s Deer: Managing the 

Population and Dealing with Problems. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kay Covert on behalf of Donna Gehring, Secretary 


