Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday August 23 2023, 7:00 pm,
Union County Ag Center

Present: Cheryl R Nancy M, Audrey K, Leanne P, Lisa W, Bill P, Virginia Mc, Janet S, Brenda L, Donna G, Eunice H,
Laurie L, Caraline G, Bryan B, Chris B, Dixie B, Donna M, Kay C, Mary S, Robert A, Sue T, and Terri F

The first hour was education about Food Preservation by Megan Taylor, Extension Educator (and 4H) Union
County.

Presidents Report

Cheryl Robinson reported in Kay N absence. The “Hands On” link is at the top of each agenda. Please use this to
document your hours. https://mgvolunteers.osu.edu

Special thanks to Nancy M and Janet S for all their work on the Plant Sale.

Vice Presidents Report
Cheryl reported the following planned presentations:

1. September — Holly Latteman will speak on Native Plant Seed Collections at Dawes Arboretum. This will be
at the Ag Center.

2. October 25" - We will meet at Dutch Mill Nursery for presentation on Spring Bulbs. We will meet at 6:00
pm instead of our usual 7:00 time, due to Dutch Mill closing earlier that time of year. If you want to shop
there that evening, please shop prior to the meeting.

3. November - Caraline Griffith, one of our MGUC will share her experience with her trip to Ecuador with the
Ohio Master Gardeners. This will be at our dinner meeting, which will be the 3 Wednesday 11-15-23
(NOT the 4th Wednesday), due to Thanksgiving.

Secretary’s Report
July minutes were reviewed. Nancy M made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Chris B seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for July 2023)
Robert A reported no income or expenses for July, so our ending balance is $15,851.76. We are still waiting on a
few items for reimbursement. We had a profit from the plant sale of just over $3100. (see attached)
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Coordinators Report
1. Laurie L reported no Coordinators conference call this week

2. Laurie will be ordering name badges with years of service. Please let her know if you do not plan to be
active next year. The name badges will be presented at the November meeting. Laurie will look into the
possibility of having name badges with first name only, or first name and last initial, as requested by some
of the MGVs. If anyone wants to change their name badge, they will need to pay for it. The 5 year
recognition badges are paid for by MGUC.
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Laurie will be emailing all of the people who have expressed interest in the upcoming MGV training, this
week. Let her know if you have any names for her. In addition to names from the Tour of Gardens and
the Plant Sale, 5 people have applied online. The training is planned to start early December with a brief
holiday break and finish in late May. There will be 4-5 workshops and the entire MGUC will be invited to
these. Amanda Douridas’s presentation on Soils is one of the workshops, as is the GAP training. Also,
Plant Propagation at Mill Creek (probably a Friday morning) will be a workshop.

Project Update

1.

Plant Sale
Nancy M reported we had 844 plants donated by 28 of our MGV (compared to 31 MGV donations last
year). Our income was $3156.78 compared to last year’s $3184.70.

We have had problems with the Fair Grounds rental and are looking at other possible locations for next
year. Possibly at the Ag Center. Let Nancy know if you have any suggestions for locations. Eunice and

Laurie will talk with Christy at the Ag Center who is involved with 4H at the Fair Grounds and may have

some insights into the Fair Grounds issues.

Also, next year we need to consider having people staff the plant tables that can tell customers about the
plants (to educate customers).

Pollinator Workshop

Dixie B reported she is thinking about a workshop next year that would include native plant giveaways
from the Ag Center garden, after a lecture on that topic. Dixie would need people to take some of the
plants home to care for them until the workshop. If not enough plants from our garden, then MGVs could
donate native plants. We would cap the workshop at 20 participants.

AG Center Demo Garden
No report

Farmers Market

Sue T reported that so far this year we have had “Pollinators”, “Beneficial Insects”, and “Poison Ivy”
information at the Farmers Market. This month will be Kay Covert and Donna Gehring with information
on the Spotted Lantern Fly.

Cultivating Community Gardens
No report

Project Grow
Donna G reported that they had 4 new young men working in the gardens and harvesting this evening.

Tour of Gardens
Since there will not be a tour next year, we will be selecting gardens for the following year’s Tour. Eunice
suggested that if we see a garden now, write down the address for consideration for next year’s Tour.
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MGV Scholarship
Nothing to report

Photo Contest

Brenda L announced there are 3 categories for this contest: flowers, landscape, and wildlife/nature. Each
person can enter up to 3 photos for each category. Photos do not need to be framed. You have to take
the pictures yourself. Photos should be approximately 4x6. Bring photos in October for judging/voting
and the winners will be announced at the November meeting.

Recognition Dinner
This will be November 15", Let Kay or Julie know if you want to help with this.

Marketing Committee
No report

Nominating Committee
Nominees will be voted on at the October meeting.

Old Business

Friday Night Uptown

Brenda L reported that she and Cheryl attended and passed out information about MGV. This event would be a
good opportunity for us in the Spring. Since the cost is $250 for a table/booth we may want to partner with
someone else (food bank etc.). We might consider budgeting this for next year. Having a “give away” will help
draw people in (The solar eclipse with be in our area in April, so giving away paper glasses might be good.)

New Business

Dahlia Show

The Dahlia Show is September 2" and 3™ in Marysville. Bill P would like help gathering up the dahlias at the end
of this event. This would be Sunday 9-3-23 at 3:00 pm. This should only take 1 to 1.5 hours. You can come earlier
for the show as well. Let Bill know if you are interested.

Adjourned 8:44 pm
Submitted by Lisa W, Secretary



