Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday May 24, 2023, 7:00 pm,
Fresh Harvest Farms, Richwood, Ohio

Present: Cheryl R, Bobbi B, Sue T John O, Wendy L Pat L, Nancy M, Dixie B, Robert A, Audrey K, Leanne P, Lisa W,
Karen L, Bill P, Chris B, Virginia Mc, Donna M, Janet S, Kay N, Brenda L Bryan B.

The first hour Jeni and Doug Blackburn spoke to us about their Aquaponics Farm and we toured their facility.

Presidents Report
A huge thanks to Eunice for purchasing the soil for our recent Pollinator Workshop.

Vice Presidents Report

Cheryl reported the following planned presentations:

1. June 28 — Amy Stone will speak on the Spotted Lanternfly. She will present for a few minutes and then we
will have a hands on activity. This will be at the Ag Center.

2. July — TBA, maybe Soda Pharm in Marysville.

3. August - Megan Taylor, a 4H Educator, will present on family and consumer sciences, and water bath
pressure canning.

4. September — Holly Latteman will speak on Native Plant Seed Collections at Dawes Arboretum

5. October — We will meet at Dutch Mill Nursery for presentation on Spring Bulbs. This meeting will begin at
6:00, due to the schedule at Dutch Mill. If anyone wants to shop, they will need to do this prior to the
meeting. Cheryl recommended shopping at 5:00 pm, before the store closes.

6. November — Caraline G one of our MGUC will share her experience with her trip to Ecuador with the Ohio
Master Gardeners.

Secretary’s Report
April minutes were reviewed. Chris B made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Dixie B seconded
the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for April 2023)
Robert A reported: We had no income for April. Expenses in April totaled $2901.81. This includes our PO
Box, the Ag Center Garden, our presenter for April, and the Scholarship we awarded. Our current balance
is $17,525.46.

Coordinators Report
Both Coordinators (Laurie Land Eunice H) were unable to attend. Kay N reported that there was no
Coordinators call this month, so nothing new that we know of.

Project Update
1. Pollinator Workshop
Dixie B reported the Pollinator Workshop this past weekend was a success. Thanks to all MGV that
helped. We had 20 spaces for participants, and due to some cancellations and some last minute add-ons,
we actually had 22 in attendance.

2. AG Center Demo Garden
Dixie B reported the irrigation system is in place now. Also, some steel wool is being used to help prevent
animals from chewing on and damaging the irrigation hoses.
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3. Farmers Market
Sue T reported that she and Terry Farley will be at the Farmers Market this Saturday.

4. August Plant Sale
Nancy M asked that we all keep in mind what plants we want to donate to the sale. Also, Janet
Swearingen is co-chair and her name needs to be added as co-chair. The date of the Plant Sale is Saturday
8-12-23. Our sign can be put up 30 days prior to the sale date.

5. Project Grow
No report. Kay N noted that beans and peas that were planted a couple weeks ago are coming up.

6. Cultivating Community Gardens
Donna M reported she has been trying to get plants from ORW but has not heard back from them. She
will need to buy some plants for the T House.

7. Tour of Gardens
Karen L reported we have run out of flyers, but more are being printed. We are expecting 100 each of the
8.5 x 11 and the half page flyers. Leanne Parnell and John Oberlander brought 50 additional flyers to the
meeting tonight. We will use those at the Farmers Market this weekend. Karen will send out an email
when additional flyers are available. She will also include an attachment of the flyer.

Each garden owner will have a special name tag identifying them as the owner. The name tags and the
yard signs will be given the day of the event. Tickets are being printed. There will be no presale.
Everyone who is working with one of the Tour Garden owners should have made contact with them by
now.

8. MGV Scholarship
Audrey K reported that the Scholarship was awarded at last month’s meeting. The Marysville Journal-
Tribune finally published the scholarship winner.

9. Photo Contest
Brenda L reported last year’s photo winners’ pictures are now hanging in the hallway near the MGV
office.

10. Recognition Dinner
No report.

11. Nominating Committee
Kay N reported that we will need to vote in a new president and treasurer next year. Be thinking about if
you might want to hold one of these positions.

Adjourned 8:30 pm

—
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