Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday April 26, 2023
7:00 pm, Union County Services Building

Present: Cheryl R, Bobbi B, Sue T, John O, Donna G, Wendy L, Kay C, Laurie L, Pat L, Nancy M, Dixie B, Robert A,
Audrey K Leanne P John W, Lisa W, Karen L, Bill P, Chris B, Virginia Mc Donna M, Kevin D, Janet S, Julie J Kay Ns,
Brenda L, Bryan B, Caraline G, Mary S, Rebecca H.

The first hour Kori Sedmak, Board President of Columbus Chapter of the National Audubon Society, presented
“Rain Gardens, Putting the Ground to Work for You”.

Presidents Report
Nothing new to report.

Vice Presidents Report
Cheryl reported the following planned presentations:

1. May 24— Tour of Harvest Fresh Farm. This is at Aquaponics and Alpaca farm in Richwood. We will
have our meeting there afterwards, so bring a chair. The address is 33869 Fields Rd. in Richwood.
There will be a $5 charge per person. The MGUC will plan to pay this out of our Education Budget.
Robert will bring a check. If it rains that evening there is a building at the farm where we can have our
meeting. Anyone wishing to carpool from the Ag Center will need to meet by 6:20 pm. People should
email about carpooling to arrange this.

2. June 28 — Amy Stone will speak on the Spotted Lanternfly. She will present for a few minutes and then
we will have a hands on activity. This will be at the Ag Center.

3. July —TBA, maybe Soda Pharm in Marysville.

4. August - Megan Taylor, a 4H Educator, will present on family and consumer sciences, and water bath
pressure canning.

5. September — Holly Latteman will speak on Native Plant Seed Collections at Dawes Arboretum

6. October —We will meet at Dutch Mill Nursery for presentation on Spring Bulbs. We will have time for
shopping then move to the Ag Center for our meeting. We may have to meet earlier than 7pm due to
staffing at the nursery. We will know more about this as we approach this time.

7. November - Caraline Griffith, one of our MGUC will share her experience with her trip to Ecuador with
the Ohio Master Gardeners.

Secretary’s Report
March minutes were reviewed. Brenda L made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Caraline G
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for March 2023)
Robert A: We had income of $927.38, our reimbursement from the County. Expenses in March
totaled $390.32. This includes administration, education, and state fees. Our current balance is
$20427.27.
Robert has reimbursement forms and they are also available online.

Coordinators Report
Laurie L reported that she sent an email for ordering MCV apparel. She will need our orders by 5-18-
23. Please send her an email before that date. She will pay for the items and we then need to pay her.
This way the money for the apparel will not be included as income.
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The Annual State Conference will be in Greene County October 10th to October 14" 2023. Watch for
an email about this.

The Ecuador trip this year will be January 13th through January 20*" 2024. Watch for an email in June.
This trip fills up quickly so if you are interested respond to the email promptly.

Project Update

1.

Pollinator Workshop

Dixie reported that she has been to Amherst Greenhouse and chosen plants to use. We have 7 people
signed up for the workshop so far, our maximum is 20. If any MGV want to attend Dixie will put us on

the waiting list for the next week. This will give the community members a little more time to sign up.
Laurie will also send information about the workshop to neighboring counties since we are not full yet.

We are hoping to have the workshop in the basement of the Ag Center. This will be helpful because of
the soil/and mess involved in planting. We had originally planned to do this outside, but due to the
possibility of inclement weather the basement maybe a better option.

Ten volunteers are needed to help that day. That will give us one volunteer for every 2 participants
and also for help with clean up. Dixie sent a sign-up sheet around for volunteers.
The workshop is Sunday 5-21-23 from 9am to 1pm.

AG Center Demo Garden

Dixie B reported that we now have an elevated bed. It replaces one of the straw bales. Dixie applied
for a plant give away (native plants through Denise Ellsworth) and the Ag Center Garden was selected
to receive some of these plants. They are okay with us mixing the plants in with our current plants.

Farmers Market

Sue T has volunteers for the 4™ Saturdays in: May (Terri Farley and Sue Timmons — Pollinators), June
(Pat Lentz and Caraline Griffith — Beneficial Insects), July (Lisa Workman — Poison lvy), August (Kay
Covert and Donna Gehring). She still needs someone for September. This can be any Saturday in
September.

August Plant Sale
Nancy M asked that we all keep in mind, as we are tending our gardens, what plants we want to
donate to the sale. Also, Janet Swearingen is co-chair and her name needs to be added as co-chair.

Project Grow
Julie J is getting some plants from ORW. ORW is having their plant sale but outsiders are not allowed.
So, Julie is checking to see if we can buy some from them another way. COYC is in process.

Cultivating Community Gardens
Donna G reported that a garden she was considering working at Honda is not available. She has been
doing some work at the T House with soil and plants.

Tour of Gardens
Karen Long reported she has size 8.5 by 11 flyers for this event. Please take some and post around the
area. There are also half size flyers for public events (Farmers Market, Pollinator Workshop, etc.)
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The Tour is 7-9-23 from 12 noon to 5:00 pm. We will need all MGV on hand that day. The pre-tour for
MGV and the tour garden owners will be Saturday at 1:00 pm (since we will not be able to enjoy the
tour on the day of). We will meet at the Ag Center and carpool to the tour gardens.

Donna G is doing general coordination with the garden owners. However, if you are a coordinator for
one of the specific gardens you need to meet with the owners and review the logistics of that day, e.g.,
where people can park etc. We still need a coordinator for the Marysville Art League.

8. MGV Scholarship
At the beginning of the meeting our Scholarship committee presented our recipient, Maria Kessler,
with a check for $2000 and a certificate. She is a graduate of Marysville HS and currently attending
Ohio State University and working in their Plant Pathology Lab. Her major is Plant Pathology with a
minor in biology, and she plans to ultimately pursue a PhD in this area.

9. Recognition Dinner
Will be in November. No report for now.

10. Nominating Committee
Kay N reported that we will need to vote in a new president and treasurer next year. Be thinking
about if you might want to hold one of these positions.

11. Photo Contest
Brenda L reminded us to be taking pictures for this contest. There are 3 categories: Flowers,
Landscape, and Nature. You can submit up to 3 pictures in each category. The winners will be
presented at the November Recognition Dinner.

12. Other
The library is currently giving out free trees; Black Oaks and Dawn Redwoods. These are available
during library hours, however, there are not many left.

Laurie L shared that her garden club is having a plant sale Saturday 5-6-23, 9:00 am to 12 noon. This is
at the Richwood Bank parking lot.

Adjourned 9:02 pm

Submitted by Lisa W, Secretary
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