Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday March 22,2023
7:00 pm, Buckeye Room

Present: Cheryl R, Bobbi B, Sue T John O, Donna G, Wendy L, Kay C, Laurie L, Pat L, Nancy M, Dixie B,
Robert A, Audrey K, Leanne P, John W, Lisa W, Karen L, Bill P, Chris B, Virginia Mc, Donna M, Eunice H,
Kevin D, Janet S, Julie J.

The first hour Cathy Tiffany presented “How to Create a Habitat for Wildlife”

Presidents Report

No report.

Vice Presidents Report

Cheryl reported the following planned presentations:

April 26 — Kori Sedmak, President of the Columbus Chapter of the National Audubon Society.
She also works for the Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District. She will be
speaking about rain gardens and native plants for birds. This will be in person at the Ag Center.
May 24— Tour of Harvest Fresh Farm. This is an aquaponics and Alpaca farm in Richwood. We
will have our meeting there afterwards, so bring a chair. The address is 33869 Fields Rd. in
Richwood.

June 28 — Amy Stone will speak on the Spotted Lanternfly and we will have a hands on activity.
July —TBA

August - Megan Taylor will present on family and consumer sciences, and water bath pressure
canning. She is a 4H Educator.

September — Holly Latteman will speak on Native Plant Seed Collections at Dawes Arboretum
October — We will meet at Dutch Mill Nursery for presentation on Spring Bulbs. We will have
time for shopping then move to the Ag Center for our meeting

November - Caraline Griffith, one of our MGUC will share her experience with her trip to
Ecuador with the Ohio Master Gardeners.

Secretary’s Report

February minutes were reviewed and were approved with no changes.

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for February 2023)

Robert A reported: We had no income or expense in February. Our current balance is
$19,890.21.

Robert requested that anyone with expenses please fill out the form for reimbursement (these
can be obtained from him).

Coordinators Report

1.

Eunice has 2 requests for speakers

Clover Buds (4H Kindergarten — 2" grade). Previously they had 4 twenty minute presentations.
One session was reading a book, one was planting seeds that they then took home. Megan
Taylor with the Extension works with them. She sets the program and MGV do the
presentations. They meet at the Ag Center. She needs a couple people on Saturday 4-1-23 and
Wednesday evening 4-5-23.
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2. Honda needs presenters for the Honda Association, part of their wellness program, from 11:45

to 12:15. This would be virtual on “Groups” (their version of Zoom). Three presentations are
needed for 15 minutes plus questions. This can be on anything and can be any Tuesday,
Wednesday, or Thursday in April.

Eunice confirmed that pass through money is considered part of our gross income.

Laurie L reported:

She will be placing a bulk order for MCV apparel. Laurie will email details; she will pay for the
items and we then need to pay her. We can actually order any time; however, we get better
prices when ordering in bulk.

The MGV Manual will be updated soon. Please let Laurie or Eunice know of any issues,
punctuation, etc. New chapters will be added: Weeds, Good Agriculture Practice, and Invasive
Species.

The Farm Science Review on 9-19-23 to 9-21-23 may be moved to Gwynne Conservation Area.
They may need some volunteers for this. Watch for more information.

Everyone needs to recertify every year. If you don’t recertify then you cannot volunteer,
because you are not covered by volunteer insurance paid by the County Extension, and your
background check becomes null/void. So, when Laurie sends out a reminder, make sure you
recertify

Project Updates
1. Pollinator Workshop
The flyers are done. Dixie B reported this workshop is being held Sunday 5-21-23. It will be in
the Buckeye Room 11- 1 pm. We are limited to 20 participants, and pre-registration will be at
the office. Each person will bring their own 12-15 inch container, but Dixie requested that some
of the MGV bring extra containers incase people forget.

2. AG Center Demo Garden
Dixie B sent the schedule by email. She needs everyone’s phone number in case of
weather/change in plans. Work in the garden will be Saturdays 9 am to 11 am.

Dixie would like to have a scarecrow and a Fairy Garden in the Ag Garden. Caraline Griffith
expressed interest in doing a Fairy Garden. Dixie asked for volunteers in the meeting. Lisa
Workman would also like to do a Fairy Garden (and will work with Caraline on this). No
volunteers for a scarecrow.

3. Farmers Market
Sue T has volunteers for May (Terri Farley and Sue Timmons — Pollinators), June (Pat Lentz and
Caraline Griffith — Beneficial Insects), July (Lisa Workman — Poison lvy), August (Kay Covert and
Donna Gehring).
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4. August Plant Sale
Nancy M is checking on signage (4 directional left, 4 directional right, and 2 plain) that can be
reused. So far, she has checked out 2 places.

After next month’s meeting we need to clean out the “cage” in the basement. There are a lot of
pots, tomato cages, and other items that need to be removed.

5. Cultivating Community Gardens
Donna M is open to any ideas. We cannot do this at the Ag Center due to lack of water source.

6. Project Grow
Donna G reported that Julie Jones is working on this and will start something in April.

7. Tour of Gardens
Karen L reported the date for this event is 7-9-23 from 12 noon —5pm. There are 6 residential
gardens, plus Houston House and the Ag Center (8 total stops). There will be a pre-tour for
MCUC and the garden owners. This will be 7-8-23, the time is TBD. We will meet at the Ag
Center and caravan from the Ag Center to each garden. Also, a gift is usually given to the garden
owners. Publicity is in process. It has been decided that all money will be donated to a food
pantry. This is still being worked on. The tour of garden committee will meet each month prior
to the MGV meeting on the 4™ Wednesday at 6:30.

8. MGV Scholarship
Audrey K reported March 30% is the last date for students to apply. Several people have
volunteered to help review the applications.

9. Photo Contest
No report

10. Recognition Dinner
No report

11. ORW
Dixie reported the staff are on break right now. Julie J will be setting up something in the next
couple weeks.

Adjourned 8:50 pm

Submitted by
Lisa W, Secretary
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