Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday February 22, 2023
7:00 pm, Buckeye Room

Present: Cheryl R, Bobbi B, Sue T, John O, Donna G, Wendy L, Kay C, Laurie L, Pat L, Nancy M, Dixie B,
Brenda L, Robert A, Audrey K, Leanne P, John W, Lisa W, Karen L, Bill P, Caraline G, Chris B.

The first hour Audrey K, one of our MGUC presented on Winter Sowing and Native Plants

Presidents Report

No report.

Vice Presidents Report

Cheryl introduced one of our trainees, John O. He is taking the Master Gardener’s course in
Madison County but will be volunteering in Union County

The following speakers are planned so far:

1.

March — Cathy Tiffany a National Wildlife Federation Ambassador will speak on back yard
habitat certification.

April — Kori Sedmak, President of the Columbus Chapter of the National Audubon Society. She
also works for the Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District. She will be speaking
about rain gardens and plants for birds.

May — Tour of Harvest Fresh Farm. This is an aquaponics and lama farm in Richwood.

October — Caraline Griffith, one of our MGUC will share her experience with her trip to Ecuador
with the Ohio Master Gardeners.

Secretary’s Report

January minutes were reviewed. Laurie L made a correction. The first paragraph under the
budget review should read, “if we gross more than $15,000 over 3 years (average of $5000 per
year) then the IRS will require us to become a 501c3 organization”. Lisa W will make this
change. The minutes were accepted as changed.

Lisa requested information about where the official minutes are kept. No one present knew the
answer to this. Lisa will pursue this with the past secretary.

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for January 2023)

Robert A reported: We had no income in January and expenses of $125. This was the deposit
for space for the August Plant Sale. The balance at the end of January is $20015.21.

Robert requested that anyone with expenses please fill out the form for reimbursement (these
can be obtained from him).

Coordinators Report

Laurie L reported:

We need to gross less than $15,000 per 3 years (average $S5000 per year). If our gross income is
more than this then the IRS requires us to become a 501c3 organization. Laurie and Eunice have
both reviewed documentation and have determined that any “pass through” money is
considered income.
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In the future we may be asked to provide some “stories” about our work with the community.
These stories would be posted to the state master gardeners’ website. Keep this in mind as you
do community activities. More information will be forthcoming.

Project Updates

1.

Pollinator Workshop

Dixie B reported this workshop is being held Sunday 5-21-23. It will be in the Buckeye Room
either 10-1 pm or 11- 1 pm. We have the room reserved from 9am to 1:15pm. The cost to the
public is $5 per person, and we are limited to 20 participants. If we have less than 20 then the
workshop will be open to Master Gardeners. Each person will bring their own 12-15 inch
container. Brandon from Oakland Nursery will speak about planting, then participants will move
outside and plant their containers.

Registration will be at the MGUC Office by phone and participants will pay the day of the event.
Refreshments will be provided. Virginia will be doing marketing via Facebook and flyers. Plants
are being purchased at Amherst Greenhouse (Harrod Ohio). Potting soil has already been
purchased ($2.50/bag). A few additional items may be needed.

AG Center Demo Garden

Dixie B is currently working on the schedule to start work around the first of April. Work in the
garden will be Saturdays 9 am to 11 am. A few people are interested in working during the
week, so she will work with those people about dates and times.

Dixie would like to have a scarecrow in the Ag Garden, possibly a Fairy Garden, an elevated
raised bed, possibly a keyhole garden, and is open to other innovative gardens. She will need
people to volunteer for these projects.

Farmers Market
Sue T is asking for volunteers. The Master Gardeners have a booth the 4™ Saturday of June, July,
August and September, from 8:30 am to 11:30 am

August Plant Sale
Nancy M reported her new co-chair is Janet Swearingen.

Cultivating Community Gardens

Donna M was not present. Suggestions were made that we consider a garden at the Ag Center
or possibly at a church to take the place of the Dutch Mill Garden. A committee would be
needed to further these ideas.

Project Grow

Julie J sent a report saying that MGV will be at COYC Wednesdays 6-7 pm and on days of our
meetings 5:45 to 6:45 pm. There will be a sign-up sheet soon. We need 2 people per week and
ask for people to volunteer once a month. The goal is to teach the teens about gardening.
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A group visited ORW recently and took seeds to the Horticulture program there. Julie is working
on a day and time for volunteers to spend time there. Please email her if you are interested.

7. Tour of Gardens
Karen L reported the date for this event is 7-9-23. There are 6 gardens confirmed, and all are
within the City of Marysville. So, these are all smaller gardens. Volunteers are needed to be
liaison between MGUC and the garden owners. Two of the gardens are owned by 2 of our
Master Gardeners, so no liaisons needed for them.

8. MGV Scholarship
Audrey K reported scholarship information has been posted on our Facebook page and website.
Press releases have been sent to 3 local papers. Also, local school guidance counselors have
been notified. March 30™ is the last date for students to apply. Audrey needs a couple more
people on the committee to review applications.

9. Photo Contest
No report

10. Recognition Dinner
No report

Adjourned 8:45 pm

Submitted by
Lisa W, Secretary

—

January 2023 MGUC
Treasurer Report.xisx
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