Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday October 25, 2023, 7:00 pm,
Union County Ag Center

Hands On Connect: https://mgvolunteers.osu.edu
2023-2024 Hort Happy Hour and Lunch and Learn Webinars: https://mastergardener.osu.edu/HHHLNL23-24
(copy and paste this in your browser or, CRTL + click, or highlight and “open” to access.)

Present: Robert A Dixie B, Chris B, Barbi C, Kay C, Terri F, Caraline G, Julie J, Audrey K, Brenda L, Karen L, Laurie
L, Wendy L, Donna M, Virginia Mc, Kay N, Bill P, Leanne P, Mary S Janet S John W, Lisa W, John O.

The first hour was education: We met at Dutch Mill Nursery. Marjolen Berbee-Dzmura and Bob Berbee talked
about bulbs; planting and caring for them. We also toured the warehouse.

Business meeting: Reconvened at AG Center 7:32 pm

Presidents Report

Kay N A Christmas tree watering can decoration was donated by Karen for raffle. Names were placed in a “hat”
and John W’s name was drawn as the winner.

Kay attended a Lunch & Learn online. It was a tour of a new hydroponics building at OSU. The building is Al
controlled. Dr Tim McDermott did the presentation. Kay is recommending we consider a field trip there.

Vice Presidents Report
In Cheryl’s absence Kay N reported the following planned presentations:

1. November 15th — This is our dinner meeting, and meets a week earlier than usual. Caraline Griffith, one
of our MGUC will share her experience with her trip to Ecuador with the Ohio Master Gardeners.

2. January 24, 2024 — Lab on “soils” with the new trainee class, at the Ag Center.
3. February 28, 2024 — The Pumpkin Grower will do a presentation via Zoom.
4. March 27, 2024 - GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) a new State required program.

Secretary’s Report
September minutes were reviewed. There were no changes or corrections. Julie ) made a motion to accept the
minutes as written. Virginia Mc seconded the motion a vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.

24

September 2023

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for September 2023) MGUC Treasurer Rep

Robert A reported no income in September. We paid $235 for the Dawes Arboretum presentation in September.
Our ending balance for the month is &18,753.92. We will be working on 2024 budget, so Robert will send an
email to the Project Chairs with the 2023 budget and actual numbers to give the Chairs ideas of what they might
need for 2024. Due to increased costs of presenters, we may need to increase the education budget.

Coordinators Report
Laurie L reported the State Conference for the next 2 years will be at the Gwynne Center — Farm Science Review.
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Let Laurie know number of plants/foods you have grown for donation. She will submit this to Grow Ohio. This
can be counted as volunteer hours. There is a calculation for __ pounds/plants=___ hours. Laurie has the
formula and will calculate.

We currently have 9 trainees starting in December. There are 3 more applications that have not yet been
interviewed (due to Zoom issues), and 1 application in process. The GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) training will
be done with all MGUC and trainees in March. The use of an e-book is being looked at (instead of a hard copy
manual) for new trainees. Laurie will let everyone know about the hands-on classes for the trainees incase
current MCV want to attend.

Re-certification will open on 12-1-23. This will be visible on the homepage of the Hands on Connect website. You
will continue to get alerts until you re-certify. If you want to be inactive or resign then indicate that, otherwise
you will continue to get reminders to re-certify. Everyone needs to be inputting their hours, which you can do in
one lump sum if you want to. Don’t wait until 12-31-23 to enter your hours. Also, the State wants ALL hours not
just the minimum required to recertify.

Nominating Committee (Julie Jones, Kay Covert, and Donna Gehring)

Julie reported the following nominations: Lisa W., President; Leanne P, Secretary; and Caraline G, Treasurer.
There were no nominations from the floor. A vote was taken and the above were voted in.

Thank you to Kay N, President the last 2 years, Robert A, Treasurer the last 2 years, and Lisa W, Secretary the last
1 year.

Project Update
1. Pollinator Workshop -
Dixie reported we will have a workshop next year, just not sure what yet.

2. Ag Center Demo Garden
Dixie B The garden was cleaned up last week. The irrigation system has been put away. We thought that
the animals were not chewing on the system this year, but found some holes etc. when putting it away. We
had 17 people working in the garden this year for 230 hours.

3. Farmers Market — no report

4. August Plant Sale — no report

5. Cultivating Community Gardens — no report

6. Project Grow
Julie J reported harvesting has been completed. Clean-up needs to be scheduled. they will be scheduling
a time for Fall clean-up. Volunteers may be needed to take up the irrigation, and the irrigation may need

to be re-done due to animals chewing on it.

7. Tour of Gardens
Julie J has one name for 2025 Tour. They will check this garden next summer.
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8. MGV Scholarship — no report

9. Photo Contest
Brenda L reported that the photos were judged this evening and the winners will be announced at next
months meeting. There will be certificates for the winners in each category.

10. Recognition Dinner
Kay N reported this will be November 15" 7:00 pm at the Ag Center in the Buckeye Room. Julie Jones has
planned the dinner with help from Leann Parnell, Kay Covert, and Dixie Bowen. Café Da Vinci will cater
the main dish (Chicken Penne Pasta), salad and bread sticks. Julie will check about a vegetarian option.
Everyone else is asked to bring an appetizer or dessert. Julie will check about drinks. Please bring cash or
check to reimburse Julie (the amount will be given at the time of the meeting). Laurie will invite the staff
from the Ag Center.

Caraline Gwill be presenting on her trip to Ecuador with the Ohio Master Gardeners
11. Marketing Committee no - report

Adjourned 8:14 pm
Submitted by Lisa W, Secretary



