Master Gardeners of Union County
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday January 26, 2023
7:06 pm, via Zoom

Present: Julie J, Cheryl R, Eunice H, Terri F, Janet S, Bobbi B, Sue T, John O, Donna G, Wendy , Kay C,
Kevin D, Laurie L, Pat L, Kay N, Nancy M, Dixie B, Brenda L, Robert A, Virginia Mc, Donna M, Audrey K,
Leanne P, John W, Lisa W, Bryan B Karen L.

The first hour Emily Stahl, from Ohio Reformatory for Women, presented information about the
programs available to the women at the facility in Marysville, with a focus on the horticulture program.

Presidents Report
Kay N expressed thanks to everyone for a great year, 2022.
Each month’s agenda will have a link at the top for the Hands on Connect so that we can click on
that to put in our hours.

Vice Presidents Report
Speakers — Cheryl reported the following speakers planned so far:
1. February — Audrey K will present on Winter Sowing and Natives.
2. March — Cathy Tiffany a National Wildlife Federation Ambassador will speak.
3. January 2024 has a tentative speaker, Nick Harp with Giant Pumpkin Growers.

Secretary’s Report
Minutes from November 2022 meeting were sent by Rebecca H. Lisa W made a motion to
accept minutes as written. Kay N seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the minutes were
approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report (see attached Income and Expense Report for 2022)
Robert A reported: We had income of $709.42 in December and expenses of $485.03. This was
mostly related to the Recognition Banquet. The Balance at the end of the year was $20015.21

Budget review (see attached UCMG 2023 Budget):

e Due to our new organizational status if we gross more than $15,000 over 3 years (average of
$5000 per year) then the IRS will require us to become a 501c3 organization, so we are trying to
limit our income. Therefore, we are looking at not making a profit on the Tour of Gardens this
year. We continue to have this tour as education and service to the community. We don’t want
to have it be free to the public because in the future we may want to earn money from this
project. We need to continue to find out more information about how this income is viewed
from the State’s standpoint.

e Marketing expenses are under Admin. This is primarily signs that may be needed.

e Scholarship amount was increased to $2000, by the Executive Committee. The thought is that
expenses have increased, also a larger amount might attract more applicants. The scholarship
committee could make this two $1000 scholarships, but this decision would need to be made
prior to advertising and printing application forms. Once the details of the scholarship are in
writing, it cannot be changed.

e Kay N made a motion to accept the budget as written. Pat Lentz seconded the motion. A vote
was taken and the motion passed unanimously.
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Coordinators Report

Laurie L reported:

The State had 157,425 volunteer hours for 2022 and 45890 continuing ed hours.

The International Conference is in lowa this year and will be 6-18-23 to 6-22-23. Registration is
now open.

The nursery license, necessary for the plant sale, has been submitted.

Seed packets: we have a massive amount that were donated by a seed distributor. They include
vegetables, flowers, perennials... They are sorted and in the MGV office. They can be used or
given away, but cannot be sold.

Paper copying — If people need to have copies made, please go through Laurie or Eunice. There
is not a limit on copies, we just need to know how many are being made.

Request for a speaker from the DeGraff Garden Club. They want someone to talk about native
plants and native gardens. This would be on Monday 4-17-23 at the Bellefontaine Richwood
Bank at 1:30pm. Please let Laurie know if you are interested.

Laurie will email an updated roster of the MGV. This will include 3 people currently in training.
“Ask A Master Gardener” is recruiting new volunteers. All extension sites have a web based link
to ask questions of MGV. Last year 84% of questions that were asked through the web portal
were answered by MGVs. Two -three years of experience is required. If interested and you have
less than 2-3 years’ experience then talk to Laurie or Eunice.

Eunice H reported:

Request that project chairs keep in mind any human interest stores that grow out of your
projects. The county coordinators marketing is emphasizing what MGV do.

Eunice will be sending out a spreadsheet to use in compiling our hours to then enter in the
website. This an optional, helpful tool.

Project Updates

1.

AG Center Demo Garden

Dixie B will be planning plants and design soon. She will need people to sign up to volunteer.
Hours are mostly on Saturday mornings. We cannot sign up in the Hands On Connect. Email
Dixie B or Nancy Mn the hours you are interested.

Farmers Market — nothing to report

August Plant Sale

Nancy M requests a co-chair (1 or more). She has submitted the contract and down payment
for the same space we had last year. The date of the sale is Saturday 8-12-23.

Cultivating Community Gardens

Donna Mreported that Dutch Mill is not volunteering their garden this year. They stated there is
a “pause in process”. Dutch Mill is updating their store. The committee will be brainstorming
what to do next. We still have the Tea House. We usually help set up their garden and buy
plants. We may need to focus more here.

Project Grow

Julie reported they are adding two 3x6 beds and moving the pots due to poor watering options.
Also, installing Bluebird boxes and bat houses.

Tour of Gardens nothing to report

MGV Scholarship nothing to report
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8. Photo Contest
Brenda L reports that she will put up the winning pictures soon.
9. Recognition Dinner
Kay extended a thanks to Dixie and Julie for their excellent help with decorations for the
November 2022 dinner.

New Business
1. Dixie B proposed a new project of an educational presentation to the public on natives and
pollinators. We could provide seeds and containers and participants would leave with a potted
plant.
2. Kay N proposed having an information kiosk that could be used at different locations for
presentations/display.

Adjourned 9:00 pm

Submitted by
Lisa Workman, Secretary
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