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Dairy Cattle Project Guide - Union County Fair

Helpful information for your dairy cattle project (Union County Fair version)
Dairy Cattle Project Overview
There are several projects that you can enroll in as a 4-H member with dairy cattle. Below are summaries for each

project.
# Title Description
127CA Dairy Calf Raise a dairy breed typically 0-12 months in age.
127HE Dairy Heifer Raise a dairy breed heifer, typically 0-24 months of age and has not had her first calf.
127C0O Dairy Cow Raise any breed, typically 24 months of age and has had at least one calf.

Note: If are interested in raising a Dairy Feeder Calf as a market animal this project is know as a Dairy Feeder
and is in the Beef Dept. See the Beef project guide for details.

Project Literature
You will need the following project materials for your dairy project:

e Dairy Resource Handbook, (522), Designed to be used for all the years of your dairy cattle projects.

e Dairy Cattle Project and Record Book, ($8) Obtain and keep for the resource info it contains. Note: Do not use
for your annual record keeping.

e Union County Livestock Project Record Book, (free) Download this document and use as your Record book for
your sk9illathon. Download and complete a new one each year.

In summary, obtain the first two books listed above and keep and use them for all years you are taking a dairy project.
Each year: Download a new Union County Livestock Project Record Book and use it to keep your annual project records.
Note to those with Food Animal Projects: As a food animal producer you are required, by law, to keep a record of any
treatments, medications, drugs, etc. that are used for the health of your animal. Use the Treatment Record within your
Union County Livestock Project Record Book to keep this information.

Fair Exhibition Requirements

If you are interested in exhibiting a dairy project at the Union County Fair, you MUST be a member in good standing of
your 4-H Club: meaning attending a minimum of 5 meetings, doing a demonstration, etc. You must also meet the
exhibition requirements, including:

Dairy Cattle

Exhibit Limit

Only 1 entry per class. Lease agreements will be allowed.

Ownership Deadline

May 1. Any lease must be signed by May 1.

Tag-in Required

None

Quality Assurance

Youth exhibitors must participate in Quality Assurance Education (QA) by June 1 to be eligible to
show. See Quality Assurance Flyer for approved QA options.

Requirements

Skillathon The Dairy Skillathon will be Monday, July 21 at 12:30 pm in the Armory.

Fair Weigh-in & No Weigh-in Showmanship: Tues, July 22, 10 am

Show Time Show: Tuesday, July 22, 10 am
The Jr. Fair Committee Reserves the right to combine breeds when there are less than five animals in a
breed. Breed awards are not guaranteed for breeds with less than five animals.

Entries Online entries must be submitted using Fair Entry by 4 pm on June 17.

Weight & Other Exhibitors of Dairy may participate in the Dairy Products Sale within the Jr. Fair Livestock Sale, if not

selling any other species.

Health Requirements

No health papers required. Dairy animals required to turn in DUNF forms online prior to fair.
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Getting Started

Health Care
e (Care for your dairy cattle daily!! Fresh water is a must.
e  You will want to make sure that your animals are checked regularly for any signs of distress.
e CLEAN- Their pen should be kept clean to keep pests and diseases away.

Fair Entries and Fair Rules

4-H members are responsible for submitting their entries on the online Fair Entry system by June 18", 2024, by 4 pm.
When you choose to become a Jr Fair Exhibitor, you are responsible for knowing the general fair rules and the
department rules for the project you are exhibiting. These can be found at union.osu.edu or in Jr Fair Supplement. You
should also be familiar with Ohio Revised Code Sections 901.70, 901.71, 901.72, 901.73, 901.74, 901.75, 901.76, 901.99
and 2925.94. These govern all livestock shows in the state of Ohio. It is important to note that at the fair, the only people
permitted to care for, fit, clip, or groom your animal are your immediate family members, assistance is limited to
explanation and minimal demonstration (ORC 901.19.31).

Activities that will take place at the Fair
The following fair related activities are described below: Arrival/departure, Skillathon, and Show, Jr Fair Sale (Dairy
Products if not selling other livestock).

Arrival & Departure
Check the fair schedule to confirm the window of time you must arrive with your animal to the Fairgrounds. Upon arrival,
find your assigned pen and unload your animals. There will be volunteers in the barn on arrival day to answer questions.

Skillathon

This is an activity to demonstrate what you have learned about your dairy project this year. You will study various topics
on goats and at the fair, you will participate in the skillathon and answer the questions they pose for you. There are age
3 levels: juniors (8-10 years old), intermediates (11-13 years old), and seniors (14- 18 years old.) The exhibitors with the
highest scores can earn outstanding ribbons and then have a chance to earn cash prizes.

e The dairy skillathon is an activity that takes place at the fair. It is a series of stations on topics you are learning
about in your goat project. The goal of the skillathon is to facilitate learning about your dairy project and
practice other life skills (interviewing for example). It is expected, but not required, that you participate in the
dairy skillathon.

e Adairy skillathon study guide is available which outlines what each topic and station in the skillathon will be
about. The study guide can be found on the Union County 4-H web site: https://union.osu.edu/program-
areas/4-H-youth-development/study-guides-skillathon-information.

¢ Information for the dairy skillathon can be found in your dairy Resource Handbook or is attached to the study
guide.

e Prizes are awarded to exhibitors who do well in the skillathon. Prizes typically include cash and rosettes.
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Premier Exhibitor Award Qualifications
e Premier Exhibitor is an award given to 2 exhibitors (Junior and Senior age) which recognizes the individuals which
has the best overall combination of skillathon score, showmanship, dairy judging contest, and herdmanship.
e To be eligible an exhibitor must show a dairy animal project, participate in skillathon, and participate in
showmanship.

Jr. Fair Livestock Sale

The Union Fair Jr Fair Livestock Sale is held on Saturday, the last day of the fair. Dairy exhibitors are eligible to participate
in the Jr Fair Sale. A single “Dairy Product” (example: cheese basket) is sold and proceeds divided between the dairy
exhibitors who turned in an Animal Destination Form indicating they wanted to participate. During the dairy show:
Animal Destination Forms will be made available to all exhibitors. You MUST be present during the Jr Fair Sale on
Saturday in order to participate in the dairy sale. The Dairy product usually sells first in the sale each year.

Finishing your Dairy Project
When the project year is concluded its time to thank the people that have helped you with your project. It’s a great idea
to send thank you notes to:

e The buyer of the dairy basket if you participated in the Jr Fair Sale.

e Your 4-H Advisors.

e Other folks who helped you with your project.
e The sponsors of any awards, ribbons, banners, or other recognition you received.



