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Welcome to 2026 Union County 4-H! 

Enrollment deadline – April 1 for new members. 
For 4-H Online enrollment instructions:  https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/family-4honline-enrollment-information. 

Project Change deadline – April 1 for all members. 
 

Union County 4-H Camp 
Camp Registration email – scheduled to be sent April 2 via email to approved members.  
Camp registration deadline is April 22 or until camp is full. 

Camperships are available for 1st time campers.  ONE YEAR ONLY.  For 2026, camp fees of 
first-year Union County 4-H Campers are sponsored.  Made possible by a trust established 
by Patricia A. Opelt in support of 4-H. 

The cost for all other members is $ 310.  2nd year campers and beyond will be able to apply 
for partial scholarships. 

 

Project Books and Project Book Library 

Project Books are available for purchase at the OSU Extension Office.  We keep most books 
in stock for immediate purchase.  Office hours are Monday – Thursday 8 – 4:30.   

We also have a library of project books that can be checked out for a week at a time for 
review.  This is great for new members or members trying to decide between projects. 

 

Feed Kits available for purchase 
Feed Ingredient study kits can be used by members to study for Skillathon.  Each Feed Kit 
contains feed ingredient samples along with a laminated answer key.  A new kit costs $40 
and a refurbished kit costs $15.  See link below for full details.  Orders due by April 1. 

https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/family-4honline-enrollment-information
https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/family-4honline-enrollment-information


Livestock Quality Assurance 
To be eligible for participation in the Richwood Independent Junior Fair and the Union 
County Junior Fair, potential youth exhibitors must participate in a Livestock Quality 
Assurance Education Program. The deadline to complete QA Education for the Union 
County Junior Fair is June 1, 2026, and for Richwood Jr. Fair the deadline July 1, 2026.   

The first session of Livestock Quality Assurance is coming up on Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 
pm at Tolles, sponsored by ASE feeds.  Registration is required for this session at 
www.asefeedandsupply.com .  Additional sessions are scheduled for April 20, 21, 26, and 27. 
See the attached QA flyer for full details. 

 

Shooting Sports Safety Meetings 
Members enrolled in a 4-H Shooting Sports range project are required to attend one of the 
mandatory Shooting Sports safety meetings.  These are scheduled for March 28 or April 11 
with a 4 pm check-in time at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 7960 SR 38.   Members enrolled in a 
range project will receive a separate email from the Shooting Sports Coordinators with 
additional details.  NOTE:  Basic Archery and Safe Use of Guns are NOT range projects and 
must be completed prior to or during the first year of a range project.  If your member is 
enrolled in the wrong project, please contact the office as soon as possible. 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 28  
Shooting Sports Safety Meeting, 4:00 pm check-in, 4:30 meeting,  
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 7960 SR 38   

April 1  Deadline for Project Changes and 1st time member enrollment  
2  ASE Quality Assurance, 6:30 pm, Tolles, Registration Required  

11  
Shooting Sports Safety Meeting, 4:00 pm check-in, 4:30 meeting,  
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 7960 SR 38  

20  SWINE, SHEEP, GOATS Quality Assurance, 6:30 – 8 pm, Union County Fairgrounds  
21  DAIRY FEEDER, BEEF, RABBIT, POULTRY QA, 6:30 -8 pm, Union County Fairgrounds  
22  Camp Enrollment Deadline (or until camp is full)  
26  SWINE, SHEEP, GOATS Quality Assurance, 4:00 – 5:30 pm, Richwood Fairgrounds  

27  
DAIRY FEEDER, BEEF, RABBIT, POULTRY Quality Assurance, 6:30 – 8 pm, 
Richwood Fairgrounds  

May 1  Horse Identification Cards (Blue cards) due in office and Equistep deadline  
2  Union County Fair Dairy Feeder Tag-in, 7:30 – 10 am  
5  Lamb, Goat, Hog, Dairy Feeder, Beef Feeder Online Animal Identification due for UCF  

June 5  Online Livestock Identification due for Richwood Fair: Lambs, Goats, Hogs  
6  Dairy Feeder Tag-in, vaccinations, and testing for RIF, 9 am – 11 am  

http://www.asefeedandsupply.com/


Additional Resources: 
2026 4-H Calendar 

Website:  https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development 

Project Guideline Sheets:  https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/project-guideline-sheets 

Facebook Page: Union County Friends of 4-H:  
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064763854241 

 

Additional Statewide Opportunities 

Camps:  

OHIO 4-H FORESTRY AND W ILDLIFE CAMP—APRIL 17-19 
Join Ohio 4-H, Hocking College, and ODNR professionals at Canters Cave 4-H Camp 
April 17-19 for a weekend of learning about forestry and wildlife education, fishing, 
hiking, tree climbing, outdoor survival, ODNR careers, college opportunities, and more 
at the Ohio 4-H Forestry and Wildlife Camp! 

The camp is open to youth in grades 7–11, with counselor opportunities available for 
teens ages 15+ (and CIT positions for youth 14 and older). Registration is $115 per 
camper and will remain open until March 30, 2026, or until all 75 spots are filled. 
Because spaces are limited and secured only after payment, families are encouraged to 
register promptly. Scholarships may be available through local Extension offices. This is 
a fantastic opportunity for young people passionate about the outdoors to build skills, 
make friends, and discover new interests in conservation. 

Register today at: https://go.osu.edu/2026forestrycamp 

 

TRY IT. EXPLORE IT. IMAGINE WHAT’S NEXT AT THE OHIO 4-H SPARK EXPO 
Ohio 4-H Spark EXPO is a hands-on career exploration experience connected to Ohio 
State’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, helping youth 
explore interests and imagine what’s next.  Participants also spend time at Ohio State 
ATI, experiencing college life and career-focused programs. 

https://union.osu.edu/sites/union/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2026%204-H%20Calendar%20updated.pdf
https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development
https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/project-guideline-sheets
https://union.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/project-guideline-sheets
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064763854241
https://ohio4h.org/camp/forestry-and-wildlife-conservation-camp
https://go.osu.edu/2026forestrycamp


WHEN: June 10–13, 2026 
WHERE: Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 

Youth who: 
• Will complete 8th or 9th grade by the end of the 2025–2026 school year 
• Are willing to engage in in-depth, hands-on learning in specific interest areas 
• Want to explore possibilities and feel more prepared for future choices 

No pressure. No decisions required. Just exploration, confidence, and possibility.  

Learn more: http://go.osu.edu/4hsparkexpo. Registration due April 11.  

 

LITTLE FOODIE SCIENCE CAMP—JUNE 15-19, 2026 
Roll out the aprons and fire up the ovens for a fun-filled foodie-themed exploration 
inside our test kitchen and shiny manufacturing facility. Our young food scientist’s 
cohort will explore specific food groups and the science involved in the production and 
processing of food recipes and products. Campers ages 9 -13 will work with various 
ingredients, product formulations and processes used by the food industry, while 
having the opportunity to evaluate, make —and of course—devour their creations.   

Little Foodie Science Camp will: 

• Explore the wonders of food science through sensory, nutrition, recipe 
development and testing and hands-on cooking and baking. 

• Provide a safe space for all campers. 
• Foster new friendships through interactive team building and STEM education 

through the lens of food. 

Camp will be hosted on The Ohio State University Campus in the Parker Food Science 
Building located at 2015 Fyffe Rd, Columbus, OH 43210 June 15-19, 2026. 

Learn more about the Little Foodie Science Camp today! 

 

2026 JUNIOR SHOOTING SPORTS EDUCATION CAMP—JUNE 12-15, 2026 
Are you a youth completing grades 3-6 and interested in Shooting Sports? No 
experience is needed to join us at the 2026 Junior Shooting Sports Education Camp held 

http://go.osu.edu/4hsparkexpo
https://web.cvent.com/event/092e3fc1-8828-46b1-96a8-bf324fc65b37/summary


at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in Jackson, Ohio June 12-14.  Basic shooting & archery 
disciplines only which include: Archery, Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Living History and 
Hunting & Wildlife. Registration is $275 per camper and due May 5! More information 
can be found on our website. Register today with this link: 
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9TXWupbLlXiRTIW 

 

2026 SENIOR SHOOTING SPORTS EDUCATION CAMP—JULY 12-17, 2026 
Are you a youth completing grades 7-12 and interested in Shooting Sports? The 2026 
Senior Shooting Sports Education Camp will be held at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in 
Jackson, Ohio July 12-17.  No experience is needed to join us for the basic disciplines 
Archery, Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Living History and Hunting & Wildlife. Experience is 
needed for the advanced disciplines offered, which are Action Archery, Advanced 
Pistol, Rifle Sports, Marksmanship, Shotgun Sports, Intro. to Steel, Steel & Pistol/Rifle. 
Registration is $400 per camper and due May 5! More information can be found on our 
website. Register today with this link: 
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQHLg0RLf3YUdiC 

 

2026 OHIO 4-H SEA CAMP – JULY 20 – 24 
Set sail for adventure at Ohio 4-H Sea Camp! Youth experience hands-on learning in 
marine science, sailing, teamwork, leadership and more while exploring the shores of 
Lake Erie. Don’t miss this unforgettable opportunity to learn, lead, and make lifelong 
memories—open to youth ages 14-17! Camp is July 20-24 held at Kelleys Island 4-
H Camp. 

• Sea Camp is open to any teen ages 14-17; enrollment in 4-H is not a requirement 
for registering. 

• Campers must be age 14-17 as of January 1st of the current year.  
• Cost is $400 to members of 4-H. Cost is $450 to teens not enrolled in 4-H. Thanks 

to the Ohio 4-H Foundation for grant support for enrolled members! 
   
Website: Go.osu.edu/SeaCamp 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Ohio4HSeaCamp/ 
  

https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9TXWupbLlXiRTIW
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQHLg0RLf3YUdiC
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ohio4h.org/camp/sea-camp__;!!KGKeukY!waWH2sn-rZ8pmtJNwZIEbaGqfY1nEMqtLj6ONvGkUIWo6zQ093JZLI3ID9e1LNPILujugqGG16m0q7_cni0WmP0WgS1GBTjvdeo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/Ohio4HSeaCamp/__;!!KGKeukY!waWH2sn-rZ8pmtJNwZIEbaGqfY1nEMqtLj6ONvGkUIWo6zQ093JZLI3ID9e1LNPILujugqGG16m0q7_cni0WmP0WgS1GcZlaIUc$


Events: 

�� Be a Global Problem-Solver at the 2026 Ohio Youth Institute! ����� 
Want to make a real impact? The Ohio Youth Institute (OYI) is your chance to take on a 
global challenge, share your ideas at The Ohio State University, and earn the title 
of Borlaug Scholar. 
Join us April 13, 2026, in Columbus for a powerful day of learning, leadership, and 
connecting with experts who care about the same issues you do. 

������������ Paper + registration deadline: April 1, 2026 

�� Learn more: http://worldfoodprize.org/ohio 
If you love STEM, agriculture, global issues, or stepping outside your comfort zone, this 
is your moment. Talk with your 4-H professional, advisor, or teacher to get started—
they’ll help you find a mentor and guide you through the process. 
Your voice matters. Your ideas matter. 

Step up, speak out, and see how YOU can shape the future. ������� 
 

Ohio 4-H PetPals Volunteer Leader Training—May 16, 2026 

Join the Master 4-H PetPALS Volunteer Leader Training on Saturday, May 16, 2026, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Nationwide & Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center. This hands-on 
training prepares adults and youth to become certified PetPALS volunteers, helping 
young people build meaningful connections with others through animal-assisted 
activities. The cost is $45 for adults and $35 for youth, and registration is open through 
April 30 at go.osu.edu/PetPALSTrain2026.  

Ohio 4-H PetPALS is a statewide program that teaches youth how to safely and 
effectively share their pets with residents in long-term care facilities, hospitals, and 
other community settings. To learn more about the program and how PetPALS teams 
make a difference, visit the Ohio 4-H PetPALS webpage: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-
programs/animal-sciences/ohio-4-h-petpals/preparing-youth/bringing-pets.  

 

http://worldfoodprize.org/ohio
https://go.osu.edu/PetPALSTrain2026
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/ohio-4-h-petpals/preparing-youth/bringing-pets
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/ohio-4-h-petpals/preparing-youth/bringing-pets
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