
Handler’s Appearance for Showmanship 
Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and well-groomed in appearance. They should wear clothing that is 
comfortable to handle in, and that complements their dog. Clothing should not hinder or detract from 
the presentation of the dog. 
 
Acceptable clothing for girls in Showmanship classes are dresses, skirts, dress shorts, skorts, dress slacks, 
dressy capris or crop pants, collared blouses, or similar attire. Acceptable clothing for boys includes 
dress shirts, ties, and dress slacks. Sports jackets may be worn, but are not necessary, especially in hot 
weather. When wearing a tie, secure it with a tie tack. Closed-toe shoes, rubber-soled shoes, flats, and 
similar type shoes are acceptable footwear. 
 
Inappropriate clothing includes clothing that is too tight or too revealing, such as short skirts, short 
shorts, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti straps, low cut blouses or shirts, shorts hanging too low on the 
waist, clothing with holes or tears in the fabric, blue jeans, faded or torn jeans of any kind, or other 
similar types of clothing. Do not wear shirts with club names or logos, or clothing with lettering and 
distracting or offensive wording or designs. Do not wear hats. Do not wear sandals, open-toed shoes, 
high-heeled shoes, clogs, or similar type footwear. Exhibitors dressed inappropriately will have points 
deducted or may be excused from the show ring 
 
Handler’s Appearance for Obedience and Rally  
Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and well-groomed in appearance. They should wear clothing that is 
comfortable to handle in and appropriate for dog shows. Clothing should not distract, limit or hinder the 
judge’s view of the dog. Youth with long hair should tie it back to keep it from interfering with handling 
or the judge’s view. 
 
Acceptable clothing for all Obedience classes includes slacks, dressy shorts, skorts, capris or crop pants, 
colored dress jeans, collared blouses and shirts, polo shirts, or similar attire, closed-toe shoes, rubber-
soled shoes, flats, and similar type footwear. 
 
Inappropriate clothing includes clothing that is too tight or too revealing, such as short skirts, short 
shorts, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti straps, low cut blouses or shirts, shorts hanging too low on the 
waist, clothing with holes or tears in the fabric, blue jeans, faded or torn jeans of any kind, or other 
similar types of clothing. Do not wear shirts with club names or logos, or clothing with lettering and 
distracting or offensive wording or designs. Do not wear hats. Do not wear sandals, open-toed shoes, 
high-heeled shoes, clogs, or similar type footwear. Exhibitors dressed inappropriately will have points 
deducted or may be excused from the show ring. 


