Teen Leadership Opportunities

The Union County 4-H Council provides funds to help Union County 4-H members
participate in statewide leadership activities throughout the year. If you are interested in
receiving a partial or full scholarship to attend a teen leadership opportunity, please reach out
to Megan Taylor, taylor.4411@osu.edu or (937)-644-8117.

Please refer to the brief descriptions and general information provided below. Click the
associated links for additional details and registration information as it becomes available.
Check out https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens for more 4-H information, just for teens!

1. MXC: Making eXtreme Counselors - February 28 - March 1

- Deadline for state registration: January 2026

- Age requirement: Older youth aged 14-18
If you plan to serve as a camp counselor, you are invited to Making eXtreme Counselors (MXC)--
an interactive and quick-paced training that offers innovative camp ideas to new and veteran
camp counselors. MXC participants will leave with skills that will enable them to assist in their
county's camp program planning and delivery and prepare them to deliver a great camp
program to their campers.

- MXC is a national award-winning workshop that will be useful for all potential camp
counselors. Counselors will earn camp counselor training hours while attending this
event (number of hours is determined by county). All participants will be able to share
and gain ideas with teens from other counties across the state.

- https://ohio4h.org/camp/mxc-workshop

2. Ohio 4-H Conference - March 14, 2026
- Deadline for state registration: February 2026
- Agerequirement: 13 and older
- The Ohio 4-H Conference will bring together 4-H volunteers and teens from across
Ohio. You can participate in a variety of educational sessions that offer something for
everyone! Join us as we learn from one another to make the best better for Ohio 4-H

programs.
- https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-4-h-conference

3. Buckeye Leadership Workshop - March 18-22, 2026
- Deadline for state registration:
- Agerequirement: 14 or a Freshman in High School and older

Union.osu.edu

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY CFAES provides research and related educational
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.
EXTENSION For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity
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Since 1944, the Buckeye Leadership Workshop (BLW) has helped youth and adults
develop leadership skills. BLW is a learning and sharing workshop/conference intended
as a balanced program of social, physical, mental, and spiritual activities. The workshop
also benefits those who simply enjoy associating with great people, experiencing new
ideas, and learning new skills.

BLW welcomes those interested in developing or improving recreational leadership skills
- regardless of race, ethnicity, creed, social status, gender, sexual orientation, or
disability.

https://buckeyeleadership.com/

4. Ohio 4-H State Leadership Camp June 1 -5, 2026

Deadline for state registration: March 15, 2026

Age requirement: Age 15-18

Ohio 4-H Leadership Camp is the premiere leadership development opportunity
available to Ohio 4-H members. The focus of the five-day leadership experience is the
development of concrete peer leadership skills that will enable participants to have an
immediate impact in their home 4-H club, county, community, or school. The camp is
active and engaged—there’s very little sitting and listening, and much opportunity for
group interaction. Participants leave the camp ready to take on new challenges—after
they take an afternoon nap.

https://ohio4dh.org/camp/leadership-camp

5. Ohio 4-H Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp — Generally April or May

Deadline for state registration: Usually April 1

Age requirement: Campers in grades 7 -11

Join Ohio 4-H & Hocking College professionals at Canters Cave 4-H Camp for a weekend
of learning about forestry and wildlife education, fishing, hiking, tree, climbing, ODNR
(Ohio Department of Natural Resources) careers & college opportunities and more!
https://ohiodh.org/camp/forestry-and-wildlife-conservation-camp

6. Ohio 4-H Sea Camp — Generally held in July

Registration: Usually March 1 — May 1 (fills quickly)

Age requirements: 14-17 (age as of 1/1/2026)

Through partnerships of Ohio State University Extension and organizations that offer
aquatic education and water recreation, Ohio 4-H Sea Camp at Kelley’s Island has
offered hundreds of young people the opportunity to learn about aquatic science and
experience a variety of recreational watersports on Lake Erie.
https://ohio4h.org/camp/sea-camp
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7. Shooting Sports Camp — Generally Mid July
- Age Requirement: Sr. Camp - Open to any teen completing grades 7-12 in the current
school year

These camps focus on the safe, responsible, ethical use of firearms and archery equipment. Shooting
instruction is led by trained, experienced 4-H Shooting Sports Instructors. Campers will select one
shooting discipline to focus on while at camp. They will also have opportunities to sample other
disciplines along with fun traditional camping activities such as crafts, boating, fishing, hiking and more.
All activities are conducted under the direct supervision of our trained instructors and 4-H staff.

https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
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