ACCEPTABLE BITS AND TACK

'ACCEPTABLE BITS AND TACK
FOR WESTERN CLASSES

1. Acceptable western bits:

A.

3-1/2” Max.
Port

. —

When this rule book refers to a hackamore

in western classes, it means the use only of a
flexible, braided rawhide or leather bosal, the
core of which must be rawhide. The bosal may
be no greater than 1” at the nose. Absolutely no
rigid material will be permitted under the jaws,
regardless of how padded or covered. This para-
graph does not refer to a so-called mechanical
hackamore, which is only allowed in gymkhana
and roping classes.

The hackamore is used with two hands, and rope,

‘horse hair, or leather reins are permissible. A

hackamore may be used on any horse five years of
age or under.
When this rule book refers to a snaffle blt in west-

ern classes, it means the conventional O-ring,
egg-butt, or D-ring with a ring no larger than four
inches. The inside circumference of the ring must

- be free of rein, curb, or headstall attachments

that would provide leverage. The ‘mouthpiece
should be round, smooth, untwisted metal. It
may be inlaid, but smooth or latex-wrapped. The
mouthpiece must be a minimum of 5/16 in diame-
ter, measured one inch in from the cheek with a
gradual decrease to the center of the snaffle. The
mouthpiece may be two or three pieces. If it is
three-piece, a connecting ring of 1-1/4” or less in -
diameter or a connection flat bar of 3/8” to 3/4”

- (measured top to bottom; with a maximum length

of 2”), which lies flat in the horse’s mouth, is ac- -
ceptable.

Snaffle bits should be ridden using two hands and -

are acceptable in all classes for horses five years
of age and under. See comments under Produc-
tion Division for correct hand positions. A loose
‘bit strap (leather only) is optional and must be
attached below the rein attachment.

When this rule book refers to a curb bit in west-
ern classes, it means the use of a curb bit that

5/16" to
3/4” Dia.

Max.
8-1/2”

has a solid or a jointed mouthpiece, has shanks,

and acts with leverage. All cutb bits must be free
" of mechanical devices and should be considered

a standard western bit. A description of a legal

standard western bit and how it is used is as fol-
- lows:

1. A maximum shank length of 8-1/2” with the
shank length to be measured as indicated in -
Figure 3. Shanks may be loose or fixed.

2. With regard to mouthpieces, they must be
round, smooth, and untwisted metal of 5/16”
to 3/4” in diameter, measured 1” from the
cheek. They may be inlaid, but smooth or.
latex wrapped. Nothing may protrude below
the mouthpiece (bar), such as extensions or
prongs on solid mouthpieces. The mouthpiece
may have two or three pieces. If it is a three-
piece, a connecting ring of 1-1/4” or less in -
diameter or a connection flat bar of 3/8” to
3/4” (measured top to bottom, with a maxi-
mum length of 27), which lies flat in the

. horse’s'mouth, is acceptable.

3. The port must be no higher than 3-1/2”
maximum, with rollers and covers acceptable. .
Jointed mouthpieces, half breeds, and spades
are standard.

4. - Slip or gag bits and donut and flat polo
mouthpieces are not acceptable.

5. Curb bits will use curb straps or chains. They
must be at least 1/2” wide and lie flat against
the jaw when activated.

6. Curb bits are always ridden one-handed, and -
the index finger only is allowed between split
reins. The hand holding the réins will not be
changed during the class. Split reins may not
be tied together at the ends.

If split reins are used, the bight hangs on the
. same side as the rein hand.

7. 1If California-style (mecate-romal) reins are
used, no fingers are allowed between the
closed reins. The hands must be separated
by about 16 inches, with slack between the
hands. The free hand may be carried to the
rider’s side, with elbow bent or resting loosely
on the thigh. The romal may not be used
forward of the cinch or used to cue the horse.
Misuse of the romal is a serious penalty.

In western classes, horses will be shown in western
saddles. Australian saddles are not allowed in western
classes except for trail class. Silver equipment will not
count over a good working outfit. Horses five years
of age or under (except Production Division) may be
shown in a snaffle, hackamore, or curb bit. Horses six
years old or older must be shown in a curb bit. '
Optional Equipment:
A. Rope or riata: If used, it must be c01led and at-

" tached to the saddle. .
B. -Hobbles attached to the saddle.

'C. Protective boots or leg wraps in Western Horse-

manship, Gymkhana Reining, and Roping
classes.

- Tapaderos, breast plates or straps.

. Spurs — not to be used forward of the cinch.
Gloves and chaps optional to the rider.
Martingales and tiedowns in gymkhana and rop-
ing classes. Must not have any bare metal against
the nose.
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